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MAHARASHTRA ACT No. IX OF 1974.1

[Tnr PnNoHARpuR Tenapms Acn, 1973.]

Amended by Mah. 30 of 1975t(l-7-1975).*

l3rd April 19741

(Assented to by the President)
' 28 of 1979.

An Act to provide for the abolition of a

endowments and the amalgamation
purposes aforesaid-

of Maharashtra regarding

"* H"lful?l {"Ty{,"?:,:;'f,
of Trusts Act.

l95o' 
in the Law Department

6o of ernment of appointed alisz-. :iil,H'l| ?ll;!'K#
ent of the said public trusts and other matters

AND WHEREAS, the said Commission submitted its report to Govemment on 2nd
February 1970;

fter considering the recommendations and suqgestions of the
n-particular, the views expressed in the kgisla'f[re of the State
the (iovernment of Maharashtra is of opinion that steps should

L

fFor statement of obj€cts and Reastins, see Moharashtra Government cazette, rg73, pafi V, pages
29-30; for Report of the Joint committee, see Maharashtro Government Gazette, rszr, in.t-v,
pages 247-286.
f Maharashtra ordinance No. V of 1975 was repeared by Mah. 30 of 1975, s. 3.* This indicates the date of Commencement of Act.
** The short title of the Act has been amended as "the Maharashtra public Trust Act.' (XXIX of
1950) by Mah. 24 of 2Ot2, ss. 2 and 3 Schedule, enrry 43 w.e.t.t.5.1960.

G P. Wai-2477-2-2O15-H-28'
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Short title
and com-

mencement.

Definitions.

Pandharpur Tbmples Act, 1973 [L974 z Mah.IX

(iii) to provide for better administration and governance of these Temples, their
endowments and the amalgamatibn of the trusts; and

(iv) to provide for matters connected with the purposes aforesaid;

It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-fourth Year of the Republic of India as follows :-

CHAPTER I
PnelnrarNRnv.

1. ( 1 ) This Act may be called the Pandharpur Temples Act, 1973.

( 2 ) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by
notification inthe Official Gazette, appoint t[and differrent dates2 may be appointed for
different provisions of this Actl.

2. In this Act, unless the context requires otherwise,-

3[(a) "appointed day",-

(t) in relation to the provisions of sub-section (2) of section l, sections 2l to 31,
33,34,38 and 39, means the 3rd July 1975 [being the date on which those
provisions were brought into force under a notification issued under sub-section
(2) of section 1l; and

(ir) in relation to any other provision of this Act, means the day on which that
provision comes into force under a notification issued under sub-section ( 2 ) of
section l;l

(b) "authorised officer " means an officer not below the rank of a Deputy Charity
Commissioner or an officer who in the opinion of the State Government is of equivalent
rank authorised by the State Government for the purposes of this Act;

(c) "Badves", in relation to the Temple of God Vtthal, means all those persons
who according to the decision of the High Court in Gangararn and Others vs. Batnii
Shankar'and Others (1891 P. J. 182) are declared to be the chief priests,.'4nanagerse
guardians and overseers only of the idol, temple and property belonging thereto, and
as such bound to keep order, and to bid the Sevadhais perform the duties which
belong hereditarily to those priests; but are declared to be not the owners of the temple,
idol or the property aforesaid; and whose hereditary rights in the management of the
property of the idol Vitthal were determined by a scheme approved by the High Court
in Sakharam Bhimaji Benare and Others vs. Gangaratn Babaji Badve and Others in
AppealNo. l4l of 1892;andGangaramBabajiBadveandOthers (originaldefendants)
vs. Sakhnram Vaman (with the consent of the Advocate General) and Others (original
plaintiffs) in Appeal No. 168 of 1892 (1896 P. l. @) as explained or modified by

fi in Gangaram
Others (original
iginal plaintiffs)

vs. Gangaram Babaji Badve and Others (original defendants) (Appeal No. 5 of l89l)
(18% P. J. 6); and who are accordingly exercising these hereditary righa and privileges
including any other rights and privileges claimed under any order or decree of any court
or otherwise in the Temple of God Vnhal : and includes a Divaskari. Badva|

rThise words were added by Mah.30 of 1975, s.2.
2Sections l(2),21 to 31, 33, 34, 38 and 39 came

& J. D., No. 15176/P., dated 3rd July 1975.
I Clause (a) was substiluted for the original clause by

inlo force on 3rd July 1975, vide., G. N., L.

Mah. 28 of t9?9, s. 2.
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1974: Mah.IX l Pandharpur Tbmples Act, 1973

(d) "Benari" means a person who exercises the hereditary right and privilege of
Chanting Mantras or hymns from the vedas or otherwise at the relevant time of
performing nirya ot daily or naimittik or occasional services in the temple of God
Utlhnl, and of appropriating or receiving income from the exercise of such hereditary
right and privilege, including the right of receiving yajman offerings of puja vessels,

''"ff ,.;"ffi ilHTfi :::ff :iT#;:il!
God,vtthatandorreceivingthecustomary;::,TJi#T:ffi 

t;,f;:#JJ".*Uii$
by the decision of the High court in Gangaram Babaji ond oth"rr-us. Narayan Annaji
and others (1891 P. J. l4s) and includes any other rights and privileges claimed or
exercised under any order or decree of any court or otherwise;

(e) "by-laws" means by-laws made by the committee under this Act;

(n "Committee" means the Committee established under section 2l of this Act and
includes the temporary Committee appointed under that section:

G) "daily or nirya eans the services rendered daily in the Temple of
God Vxhal, described A hereto and in the Temple oi coal..r?,li^n-t
in the same way as the performed in the Temple or coa \Itthar with such
variations as are appropriate in the case of a female deitv:

ise the hereedi'rary right and privilege of
Utthal from kakadarti tiil shejarti, of

ot\er time), of keepins 
.order 

during "u 
"r:::;'i7l'i,"'o'if,iru;:;t:;':r;#::;

or macebearer on all such occasions by standing at the archei door lwhether inside
I or wooden stick in fund, of
receiving what the latter may
of the offerings made to the

Badve,s orde4 of takins .at the time ,f ^:;y;rxiiff"?;ii!ili{';;:';":{'l:dhuparti and stick in hand and in company with a paricharoklon" of the sevadhais _
and of waving thnt arti infront of Rukmini and other minor Gods; on coming to the
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Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973 11974: Mah. IX

Garud temple, of distributing ashes among the devotees or pilgrims present, of asking for
or receiving dakshina from them and distributing angara in northern part of the town,
and of receiving dakshina also on that account, being hereditary right and privilege
reco€nised,by the decision of the Court of Joint First class Subordinate JudgeA. P. at
Sholapur in Ramchandra Babaji vs. Gangaram Babaji, Krishna Babaji, vslwanath
Gopal and Others (Appeal No. 37) and Gangaram Babaji, Krishna Babaji, Vshwanath
Gopal.and Othe19 vs. inAppeal No. 44 of 1893 decided on 28th day
of September 1894; a r righ1i and privileges claimed under any order
or decree of any court or otherwise; -

(r) " Divaskari Badva or Utpat" means the Badva or Utpat who purchases the right
o! Badveg or Utpats of taking the next day's offerings made by devotees or pilgrims before
God vtthal, or as the case may be, before the Goddess Rukmini, and foi that purpose,
being in charge of the collections for that day, remains present near God Vnhat or
Goddess Rukmini:

- (i) "pingye" means a person who exercises the hereditary right and privilege of
showing the mirror after the idol is drdssed and after sweeping the flbor from the t[rone
,to the bed chamber, of sprinkling water, of drawing figuresln white and coloured powder
thgreol (inctuding rangoli marks) and then of spreading paulghadi to cover thaf space,
when the idol is supposed to go to the shejghar (or bed-chamber) for night's rest at the
re-levant time of performing the nitya or daily services in the temple of God Vtthal, and
of.a.gprop_riating.and receiving income from the exercise of such hereditary right and
privilege [including taking any offerings that pl
devotees or pilgrims and h a i
ahereditary right,and pri b io
Ba:bayi Eadve std othe,rs vs. Govardhan vttlnl Dingre and others and, Govardhan
Vitthal . Gangaram Babaji Badve and Others (1894 p. J. 6); and
'include privileges claimed or exercised under any order or decree
of any court .q ,otherwise;

(kt "Diffi Court" means the District Court at Sholapur;

ises the hereditary right of being present
Wthel frcm Kakadartr titl shejarti; of

ati-cfiamber of the deity) al
l<urds af yaj*wtt p$ as whuein
ardl&or wi& a stick in hand and in fhe case of yajman

pujasw&erefrrc.mantrayasSnbirprs Gand"of askin! ilong
wirh ofter sewdhnris dekshina after tlre not befcrq in tf,e ca$

ire of Carud, of asking for
thedeity ad puja is declared

receiving any golden,
in his hand by any of
devotees or pilgrims

annoyance, ofreceiving a twelft share in
the incorne of Sevadhari, aftex a yajmon puja is over along with Hardas, of escorting the

iving him, and in company-with

of distributin g ugora.na ,""Itos 
in front of the minor idols'

in hand all plldri processions
recognised by the decision
in Gopal Randnndra Divte vs.

I Ramchandra Divte in Appeal
; and includes any other rights
decree of any court or otherwise.
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1974: Mah.IXl Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973
(m) "endowment" means all property, moveable and immovable (including all jewellery

and ornaments), belonging to or given or endowed in any name for the maintenance,
support or benefit of the Temples, or any deity or idol therein, endowed for the performance
of any service (including the service of offereing to the deity) or charity connected
therewith; or for the benefit, convenience or comfort of the devotees and pilgrims visiting
the Temples and includes-

(D the Temples and premises of the Temples and all the deities or idols therein and
all the Pariwar Devatas connected therewith;

(it) all lands, inams, cash allowances and other properties, moveable or immovable,
encumbrances or charges created in favour of the deities or idols on properties, wherever
situate;

(iii) all offerings in cash or'kind, gifts or donations (including bhets), made or
received on behalf of the Temples or any deity or idol therein;

(iv) all income derived from any source whatsoever, and standing in any name,
dedicated to the Temples or any deity or idol therein or to any places in the Temples,
under the control of the Committee for any pious, religious or charitable purpose; and

(v) any property purchased out of the Temples Fund.

Explanation.- Any gift, inam or jagir granted to a Badva, Sevadhari or Utpat or to
any other person for the performance of any service including the service of offe?ing to
the deity or idol or charity in, or connected with the Temples shall not unless the contrary
is proved be deemed to be a personal gift to the said Badva, Sevadhari ot Utpat or such
other person, but shall be decmed to be an endowment;

(n) "Executive Officer" means the Executive Officer of the Temples appointed under
section 33 of this Act;

(o) "Hardas" means a person who exercises the hereditary right and privilege of being
always present in the Temple of God VinhaL and of receiving "aratis" (chants at the
wavings before the idol), at the relevant time of performing nitya or daily or naimittik or
occasional services in the Temple of God Vitthal or performing kirtans on certain holy
days, and of performing kala ceremony on Ashad and Kartik Vad I, and of appropriating
and receiving income from the exercise of such hereditary right and privilege (including
the right of receiving the sixth share of the offerings made to Sevadharis and the right
of receiving musical instruments as are placed in his hand by the devotees and that the
right to ask for alms is exercised after the puja is completed), being a hereditary right and
privilege recognised by the decision of the High Court in Gangaram Babaji and Others
vs. Sakharam Kusaji and Others (1891 P. J. 136) ; and includes any other rights and
privileges claimed or exercised under any order or decree of any court or otherwise;

(p) "income" means the net amount received or collected before the appointed day
by any person having interest during any year by exercising his hereditary right and
privilege during such year after deducting the expenses incured in exercising such
hereditary right and privilege;

(q) "Kolis" means persons belonging to the Koli community who claim that they
have hereditary right of worship of the four lingas namely, Rameshwar and Vishveshwar
in the northern part of the temple, Koteshwar in the western part, and the linga on the
head of the idol 'Vitthal' and to receive income therefrom;

(r) "Kshetropadhye" means a person who attends on devotees or pilgrims called
Yajmans who desire to have darshan of God Wtthal or Goddess Rukmini on payment of
remuneration as may be agreed upon between him and the Yajmans;

H-28 2
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Pandharpur Tbmples Act, 1973 [1974 : Mah. IX
(s) "member" means a rnember of the Committee;

s rendered occasionally in the
d in Schedule B hereto, and
required to be rendered in any
may, with the approval of the

(u) " pujai" means a person who exe
actuaf act of worship (and the Badves can

Ovalni or
deposited)
d privilege
Others vs.

f 1886) lg91 p. I. lg2, and includes any other

otherwise; under any order or decree of any court or

ight of taking all metal pots, arti
of the idol provided rhat the same
ary right and privilege recognised
189O, Gopal Trimbak paricharak

in Appeal No. 5 of 1g90,
nother-. l89l p. J. l3g; and
under any order or decree

(x) "person having interest".means-a.person who claims to be entitled to payment ofan amount under this Act for the abolitibn of his hereditary righi ana priuitege undersection 4;

t"
I
I

t
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1974 : Mah.IXl Pandharpur Tbmples Act, 1973

(y) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act.

(z) "Public Trusts Act" means the -Bombay public Trusts Act;

, ka1 "registered trusts" means the trusts specified in Schedule C hereto and includes
tne trusts whtch may be amalgamated or added thereto under this Act ;

in relation to sevas or services performed in the Temple of ; God
rsons who are known as "pujaris", "Benaris", *pdricharaks,',
" Diwates" and " Hardas" :

Qc1 FTpl" of God Vxh d Temple) and
the Tem kmiii at pandharpur vatus. and anvaddition thereof which may til;;G]i;;
appointed day;

(zd\ "Temples Fund" means the Pandharpur Temples Fund constituted under
section 43 :

(zfl "year" means the financial year;

-^j:f].,_.yg.r9:^?l-d : p*ssicns used in rhis Act but not defined shalt have rhe meaningrespecttvely assigned to them in the public Trusts Act.

3. (1) If any quesrion arises-

h) whether any person is-
(t) a Badva.
(it) a Sevadlnri,
(iii) a Kshetropadhye, s(iv) an Utpat,
(v) a Koli, or
(vi) a person having interest, or

,(b.) whether a^p;rsgn has any hereditary right or privilege ro exercise in, or in
relatlon to. any of the Temples, or

^^!?^_whether 
a person has exercised any such rigirt or privilege before the appointed

dav. or

(.A whether a person is a co-sharer of the person having interest, or

\") n relation, to any of the matters aforesaid, the authorised
,"-fll:g afty an opportunity of being hd;; ;;d ;h.. n"ro-;i,g 

^"lncurrv

.,.Q) .On, O.rron.aggrieved by rhe within
th-irry days of such.Oejilion. file in app visionsof sections_4, 5, 12 and 14 of the Li lint ;isuch appeal.

* The short title of the Act has been amende<l as "the Maharashra public Trust Act" (XXIX of 1950)
by Mah. 24 of 2O12, ss. 2 and 3, Schedule, enly 43, w.e.t. 1.5.i960.

36 of
1963.

?
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Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973 [1974 : Mah. IX
(3) The decision of the authorised officer, subject to an appeal under sub-section(2) shall be final and conclusive, and shall not be [uestioned in any suit or proceeding

in any court.

CHAPTER II.
AsoLnloN oF RrcHT AND PRT'TLE.ES oF B.RovES, SsvaouRnrs, Llrmrs, ETC.

,q,No P,q,ytreNr oF ANaouNrrs.

tanding n
time be n
y luling e

ee, order or scheme in relation to ony l""t*il,?,,1:,
etc.

(a) the hereditary rights and privileges of Badves, [Jtpats or any committee or of any
person to manage the affairs of the endowment and the registerei ffusts (including ihL
hereditary right of Badves to be the chief priest, manage"rs, guardians and overseersof the idol, Temples and property thereof); and

es of Badves, Utpats, Sevadharis,
mand and appropriate the incohre from
es incfuding their respective parivar
or on behalf of yajmans (that is, the
f applying gandh or giving prasad to

received from the yajmans by any
rs and the llke or dakshiruts demanded

ion to the Temples or use thereof; and

adves, Utpats, Sevadharis, Kshetro-
daily or naimittik or occasional sevas

r pilgrims in any of the Temples,
e the appointed day (hefuinafter

and privileges), are hereby abolished;
rivileges, subject to the provisions of
ested in the Committee.

(2') The committee or devasthan committee formed under rule V of the rules for the
roved by the High Court ln Saklnram
adve and Others in Appeal No. l4l;
al defendants) vs. Sakharam Vaman

Utpat Committee, if any, or any other body oy
relation to the endowment or registered trusti imm
cease to function; and all their fowers, duties. righr
the endowment and the registered trusts, shall vest in the committee.

5. (/) On the a ereditary rights and privileges by section 4 and onthe committees and o in sub_seition (21ot sectin + ieasing to function
frcim the appointed ng consequences shall ensue, thar is t6 say_

(a) the endowment. and .the registered trusts, and ce, direction
and control thereof (including their administratior.r, governance)
shall stand transferred to, and vest in, the Committe ttee shall be

Conse-
quences of
abolition of
rights and
pri vileges,
etc.

+

I
I

*-
I
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1974 : Mah.IXl Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973

the trustee of such endowment and trusts; and accordingly, every person including
any committee or body refered to in sub-section (2) of section 4 which immediately
before the appointed day, has been functioning in relation to, or looking after, the
superintendence, direction and control of, the endowment and registered trusts shall
cease to do so and every person in possession of any property of such endowment or
trusts shall hand over all such property to the Executive Officer on behalf of the Committee;
and in particular, every person in possession of the jewellery and ornaments and other
valqable movable property of w'hich the superintendence, direction and control vests in
the Committee shall hand over the same to thc officer in charge of the Sub-Treasury at
Pandharpur within forty-eight hours of the appointed day together with a full inventory
thereof; an4 such officer shall verify the jewellery and ornaments according to the
invgntory and take all steps necessary for its safe custody until the Executive Officer
makes a-rrangements for the safe eustody thereof;

(b) Badves, Sevadharis, Utpats, Kolis and others shall cease to exercise or perform
the hereditary rights and privileges, and shall not exercise or attempt to,exercise any
such hereditary right or privilgge in or in relation to the endowment or registered trusts;
and in no case, shall they demand, solic it or ask for or receive or accept any
remuneration either in cash or in kind or in the precincts of the Temples by way of
dakshirn or in any form whatsoever for exercing or performing any such hereditary
rights and privileges;

(c) the Committee shall ensure the continuance of the nitya or daily seruices in the
Temples without any break or hindrance or without in any way curtailing the form,
dignity, grandeur or manner of seva or service which was being performed in relation
to-any deity immediately before the appointed day; and the Committee shall take
particular care to ensure that, as far as possible, darshan of the deities is available to
the devotees; and for those purposes, the Committee may appoint such persons, on
payment of such remuneration, and subject.to such terms and conditions as the

Committee may, in the interest of the better management of the Temples, determine;

The State Government shall place at the disposal of the Committee such sum as may
be necessary for meeting the expenses of such services for a period not exceeding 90
days from the appointed day; and the State Govemment shall be re-imbursed wtth the sum

so-placed at the disposal of the Committee from the Temples Fund within such reasonable
perlod as the State Government may from time to time determine, regard being had to the

finances of the Committee;

(d) all suits and legal proceedings in relation to any of the hereditary rights and

privileges or in relation to the committees and bodies referred to in sub-section (2) of
iection 4 pending in any court or tribunal or before any authority shall abate, and no

court, tribunal or authority shall, r[after the appointed day,] entertain any such suits

or legal proceedings.

(2) If, in obtaining possession of the properties of the endowment and registered

trusts vesting in the Committee under sub-section (1), the officer in charge of the

Sub-Treasury at Pandharpur or the Executive Officer is resisted or obstructed by any

person,-

(a) he may make an application to the Magistrate having jurisdication, complain-ing
of such resistance or obstruction; and such Magistrate shall, unless he is

satisfied that the resistance or obstruction is occasioned by any person claiming

rThese words were substituted for the words "on the commencement of this Act," by Mah. 28 of

1979. s. 3

H-2 8-3
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10 Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973 11974 : Mah. IX

in good faith to be in possession on his own account or by virtue of some right
independent of that of the endowment or registered trusts, make an order that the
officer in charge of the Sub-Treasury or the Executive Officer, as the case may be,
be put into possession. Such order shall, subject to the result of any suit, which may be
filed to establish the right to the possession of the property, be final; or

(b) he may make an application to the District Judge who shall treat the samej as

Y oI an application for delivery of possession under the Code .of Civil Procedure,leOu 1908 and shall dispose it of in accordance with the provisions made thereunder.

,(3) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Sub-Treasury
Officer, or the Executive Officer or any lerson acting under his instruction or authorised
by him for anything done or purported to be done in good faith under sub-section (2) :

Provided that, nothing contained in this section'shall bar the institution of a suit
by any person aggrieved by an order made thereunder from establishing his title
to the said property.

(4) If any person being a person re
or attempts or causes to exerdise any
person fails to hand over any property, i
(/), then without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (2), he shall, on epnviction,
be punished with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees.

6. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the persons specified in column I
of Schedule D shall be paid the amounts specified against them in column 2 thereof.

(2) Nothing in this section shall entitle any person to any amount on the ground only
that his her.editary right merely to manage the affairs of the endowment and
registered trusts without any right of appropriating any income referred to in clause
(b) of sub-section (1) of section 4, has been abolished under this Act.

7: (!) Within a period of ninety days from the appointed day, eve\y person
having interest may apply irr writting to the authorised bfficer, stating the nature of
his right and privilege, the grounds of his claim, the extent of his share in the
amount, the document, if any, evidencing such share and the names of persons who are
co-sharers.

(2) On receipt of an application under sub-section (1), the authorised officer shall hold
an inquiry, and if he is satisfied, whether in pursuance of any decision under section 3
or otherwise that the applicant has established his claim to any rights and privileges
which have been abolished under section 4, he shall make an oraei in which he sliall
specify the amount payable to the . Where there are co-sharers claiming the
amount, the authorised offieer shall n the amount between the co-sharers. If a
dispute arises as to the apportionment of the amount or any part thereof, or as to the
persons to whom the amount or any part thereof is payable, the authorised officer may
refer the dispute to the decision of the District Court.

(J) The provisions of the Public Trusts Act shall apply in relation to inquiries
under this section as they apply to inquiries under that Act.

.8. (.1) If any person is aggneved b1' the provisions of this Act which provide for
abolition or acquisition of any of his hereditary rights and privileges, and if payment of
amount for such abolition and acquisition has not been provided for in the foregoing
provisions, such person may apply to the authorised officer for such payment.

Payment of
amounts for
abolition of
rights and
privileges.

Manner of
claiming
amount,
righ t,
in terest,
etc.

Ammount to
be given to
abolition
rights of
any other
person.
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sub-

with in th
hold laid
Trus rnini
method provided for in sub-section (3)'

(3) In determining t ons

of thd jcheme;;d; bt, ?f,:
of the High Court an the
hereditarY- rights and
endowment and regls
and half times the averal

;.
:

Rel'erence to section- 
\strigt ? ;il"lffilCourt. t^

t outtont

having interest.

' (2) The application-shall state the grounds on which: obiection to the order is

taken; and J;..y"ffit'il;ri"'rtib" Jrr"ari'i," ii"JJ *itt itr go days fiom the date of receipt .

of such order.

officer were a Couri su

the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908'

Authorised 10. (,/) In making the reference the authorised officer shall state for the information
officer's nrirtl o'ititiCi coutt'"in writing under his hand'-

statemenl to
District
court. \a) $e natttre of the hereditary right or privilege claimed by the person having

interest;

(b)thenamesofth.epersonshavinginterestinsuchrigtr]-o|^n^fj]1]e€|u{rotheshare
of each;;fi'-p;il i.r'th" u"toonr p-aid under section 6 or section 6;

.(c)hisreasonsforarrivingatiheaggregateincome,ifany,arisingoutofsuchright
or Privilege;

(rftthedocumentaryevidence'ifany'adducedbytheapplicant;

(e) if the objection be to the amount' the grounds therefor'

(2) To the said statement.shall be attached a.schedule eiving the particulars of the

notices ^";ilril, .;;a;f rh; ;i#;;nis-in writing made "or de-liverdd bv. the parties

interest respectlvelY'

namelY:-

(a) the aPPlicant;

(b) all persons having interest in the objections, exceDt such (if any) of them as have

consented without protest to r"""iu|pod;i;? t# amodnt specified in the order of the

authorised officer; 
-and

11
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(c) if the objection is in regard to the amount specified in the order, the authorised
officer.

12. The scope of the inquiry in every such proceeding shall be restricted to a
consideration of the interests of the persons affected by the objection.

13, Every such proceeding shall take place in open Court, and all persons entitled
to practise in any Civil Court in the State shall be erititled to appear, plead and act,
as the case may be, in such proceeding.

14. In determining the payment of amount the District Court shall take into
consideration the provisions'of sub-section (3) of section 8, but shall not take into
consideration- any incom e derived by any person having interest in
respect of whicli such p kept any aicouni before the ap-pointed day,
unless the District Court, duced before it, is satisfied about the amouRt
of income lawfully derived by him from his hereditary right and privilege abolished
and acquired under section 4.

15. (1) Every order made by the Djstrict Court shall be in writing signed by
the Judge, and shall specify the amount ordered to be given together with-the-grcunds
of giving the said amount.

(2) Every such order shall be deemed to be a decree, and the statement of the
., -. grounds of every such order, a judgment within the meaning of section 2, clause (2), and

infjsection2,clause(9),respectivel1,,oftheCodeofCivilProcedure'l908.
16. Every such order shall also state the amount of costs incurred in the

proceedings under this Chapter, and by what persons and in what proportions they are
to be paid.

L7. An appeal shall lie to the High Court against any decision of the District
Court under this Act as if such decision was a decree from which an appeal
ordinarily lies.

18. (1) On making order under section 7 or 8, the authorised officer shall out of
the monies provided by the State Government in this behalf tender payment of the

. amount ordered by him to the persons entitled thereto according to the drder and
shall pay it to them unless prevented by someone or more of the contingencies
mentioned in sub-section (2).

(Z) If they shall not consent to receive it, or if there be any dispute as to the
eligibility of any person to receive the amount or as to the apportionment of it, the
authorised officer shall deposit the antount in the District Court:

Provided that, any persoll admitted to be interested may receive such payment under
protest as to. the sufficiency of the amount:

Provided further that, no person who has received the amount otherwise than under
protest shall be entitled to make any application under section 9:

Provided also that, nothing herein contained shall affect the liability of any person,
who mdy receive the whole or anJ part of any amount under this Act to pay the same
to the person lawfully entitled thereto.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) there shall be paid out
of uch portion of the total amounC oaid or
de section as the State Government may' de be paid by the Commirtee during such
pe rate as the State Government may specify in

_ that behalf.

Restriction
on scope of
proceedings.

Proceedings
to be in open
Court.

Matterto be
considered
by District
Court in
determining
amount.

Form of
orders,

Costs of
proceedings

Appeal.

Payment of
amount or
deposit of
same in
Court.
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Investm ent
of rnoney
deposited in
other cases.

Payment of
i n t erest,

Establish-
ment of
Committee.

Disqualifi-
cation of
members,

any money shall have been deposited in the District
District Court may, on the application of any party i

terest in such money, orcier the same to be invested in srich
or. other approved securities.as it may think proper, and may direct the interest or
other proceeds.of any such investment to be accumulated and paid in such manner
as it may consider will give the parties interested therein the same benefit therefrom
as they might have had if they themselves had invested the same.

20. when the amount is not paid or deposited as provided in section lg,
the authorised officer shall pay the amount ordered by him with interest thereon at the
rate. of fodr per centum per annum from the date of e-xpiry of thirty days from the date
of the order until it shall have been so paid or deposi-ted.

CIIAPTER III.
Tse Couurrree.

- 21. (-1) Subject to rhe provisions of sub-section (2) the State Government may,
by- notification in the Official Gazette, establish a Committee consisting of tlie
following twelve members, that is to say-

(a) eleven members, iqcluding th
Government from amongst persons
devotees of God Vtthal and Goddess
make a declaration accordingly in the for

(b) the President _9.f lh.: Pandharpur Municipal council 
- ex-officio. if he is

a devotee of God Vitthal and Goddess Rukmini and makes a'declaration,as
aforesaid; and is not disqualified under any of the provisions of this Act; andif he is disqualified or does not make such declaration within the
fied by the State Government, then a member of such Counc
by the.State Government who is not so disqualified and who
declaration :

Provided that, the disqualification under the proviso to sub-section (1) of'sec-
tion 23 shall not apply in relation to President.

(2) Until the Committee is dul
Government may, by notification in the
for the purposes of this Act con
by the State Government in this behalf ;
Chairman thereof. Upon the establishmen
the members constituting the temporary C
temporary_ Committee shall'cease to exercise any powers or duties under this
Act and shall hand over all the property vested in it, ana the management of the
endowment and registered trusts to the Committee duly established under siub-section (1).

(3) ee shall be a body name ..Shri. Vitthal_Rukmini
Temples and shall have ssion and a common seal
and shall to acquire, hold property; and to enter into
contracts,.and may by the said name sue, or be sued, througtr-its Executive officer.

22. A person shall be disqualified from being appointed as or for continuing as a
member-

(a) if he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent couft;

(b) if he is an undischarged insolvent;

H-28-4
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(c) if he is a minor;

(d) if he holds any office of profit under the Committee;

(e) if he has directly or indirectly by himself or by his partner iiny share or
interest in any work done by order of the Committee, or in any contract with,
by or on behalf oi the Committee;

(/) if he is acting as a legal practitioner for or against the Committee;

(g) if he is convicted of any offence involving moral turpitude;

(h) if he does not profess the Hindu religion.

23. (1) In making appointments, the State Government shall ensure that- Appointrnent
of members
by
GovernmenL(a) two members of the State Legislature (of

of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Council) are appointed; and

whom one shall be a member
the other of the Maharashtra

(b) at least one woman, and at least members of whom one shall be a person
belonging to a Scheduled Caste and one to the Scheduled Tribes, are appointed
from among persons ordinarily residing in the State : '

Provided that, for a period of 15 years from the appointed day, no person, who is
entitled to claim the amount under section 6 or section 8, shall be appointed on the
Committee.

(2) A person appointed under clause (a) of sub-section (1) shall cease to be
member of the Committee if he ceases to be a member of the Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly or the Maharashtra Legislative Council.

(3) A person ceasing to be a member shall, unless disqualified under section 22,
be eligible for reappointment.

24. The members appointed by the State Government shall hold office for 4 Term of

period of five y"ur, .o-*"ncing from the date on which the notification under sub- $ffi"".f.
section (1) of section 21 is published in the Official Gazette: appointed by

St ate

Provided that, the term of office of such out-going members shall be deemed ,o Governmenl

extend to, and expire with, the date-on which the notification establishing the new
Committee is published in the Official Gazexe.

25. Any member the State G y resign his office Rcsi

by writing under his ed to the C the Chairman may i'r[
resign his office of C member by notice to the State cta
Governnaent; and the offrce of the member or of the Chairman shall become vacant
on the acceptance of such resignation by the Chairman or by the State Government,
as the case may be. The notice shall be delivered in the prescribed manner.

26. may of this section, Removal of

on rhe mmi than two-third; *fl:m,f;
of the and if he has been etc.
guilty of misconduct in the discharge of his duties (including being found guilty

?
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mor
or or

Ie
in lng

or
devotees or pilgrims who visit pandharpur I the
Temples, or has become incapable of performing his duties as a member. :

Disqualifi-
cation of
member

dEring term
of office.

Casual
vacanctes

how to be
filled.

Provided that, no such member shall be removed
given a reasonable opportunity to furnish his
Commissioner is also heard.

from office, unless he has been
explanation, and the Charity

(2) At the time of removing such member from the Committee, it shall be lawfulfor the State Government to determine the loss caused by the acts or omissions of
strch member removed, and direct the recovery thereof from him as arrears of
land revenue.

. 
(3) On recgP! of such recommendation, it shall be lawful for the State Government

on just and sufficient cause to suspend such member from the Committee till thefinal decision in the matter.

(4) On removal or State direct
such member to hand o
prgqgrry forming parr of #Jts o"3ll
held by him.

. -- 
(5) -Any 

order made or direction given by the State Government under this section
shall be final and shall not be called in question in any civil Court.

27. (1) If any member during the term of his office_

(a) becomes disqualified under section 22, or

(b) is absent, without the permission of the Committee, from three consbcutive
meetings thereof,

the office of such member shall become vacant.

- \2) If_any question is raised, whether a vacancy has occurred under this section,
the State Government shall decide the question; ind its decision thereon shall befinal. Until the State Government decides that the vacancy has occurred, a member
shall not be disabled from continuing to be a member :

Provided that, no decision shall be given against any member without giving him
a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

28. If in the event of a vacancy oc
disqualification or removal of a member
of acting previous to the expiration of his t

Offi"'er shall forthwith communicate the occurrence to .the State Government; andthe vacancy shall be filled as soon as conveniently may be by the appointment of a
person thereto, who shall.hold. off^ice so long onlyas the member in^whose place heis appointed would have held it, if the vacan-cy hid not occurrred :

Provided that, if the vacancl, occurs within"six months preceding the date onwhich the term of office of the member expires, the vacancy str^att not be filled.

T
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32. (1) The Committee shall have power-

\a) to carry out the duties entrusted to it under this section:

(2) A member of the State Legisla r of theCommittee who is eligible for an? ii ion (1)shall not be disqualified for continJing

30. (1) The office of the Committee shall be at pandharpur.

(2) For the transaction of its business, the Committee shall meet at pandharpur
at such intervals as may be prescribed

tent with this Act with respect to the
nerally with respect to the'transaction
with the holding of such meetings or

(a) The quorum for a meeting of the Committee shall be six.

(5) Everv meetins of the Committee shall be presided over by the Chairman, and inhis absencei bv a mJmber ctroien by ttr#;;b.i;;il;";i;pr'.r'il". fbr the occasion.

a by a maioritvs of votei, tht:
si

Remunera-
tion of
members.

Office and
meetings of
Committee.

Defect or
vacancy not
to invali-
date acts.

Powers dnd
duties of
Committee.

fferings, dakshina, bho the
cgmplete exclusion of a saf-e
Te^mples. Fund, valuabl andof offerings which rhe

(c) to accept endowments for the Temples;

(d) to undertake any sc.heme.or pian for the purpose of augmenting the revenuesof the endowment and ri:gistered trusis, and execure rnem;

(e) to inquire into and take steps tc' recov€r and take.possession of the propertiesof the endownient and registered ffu*s ;irh ; iie* iiirlii,-.i"n!"trr"e"i."piope. managementand administration;

(fl to'disoose of a of the or of registered trusts, and toborrow monev with the aio" 6 6o--.niiiioii.r, subject to suchterms and coirditions as eed io iJri:---^^'""'"^^'

(s) to form sub-compitlegs ffom am,ongst members or outsiders to advise itself onmatters pertainins to the administration andm?nagement ot-ttt"itit"-*-ent and registeredtrusrs. ahd ro pro-vide for.their corpoiiti-,'fioc"eoure ;d ;o;du; 6ffi;iilgr"ffi"i;;matters connebted therewith includi;tiio;it{;;-i;."i,;6;i;ilft ir'un"", to membersof such sub-committees :

?
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(h) to approach the Charity Commissioner for the purposes of amalgama-
ting the registered trusts tbr framing a common scheme for the same or for
modifying any amalgamated scheme for the purpose of adding new trusts;

(i) to select officers and employees of the Committee l
ff) to accept as trustee (either managing or custodian or both), other trusts

endowments or any institutions which are connected with the Temples of
Pandharpur;

(k) to acquire or purchase lands or buildings required for the purpose of develop-
ment and carrying out schemes to create peaceful and pious atmosphere in or near
Vitthal and Rukmini Temples;

(l) such other power as may be provided by this Act and rules and by-laws
made thereunder.
(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder, it shall be the

duty of the Committee-
(a) to arrange for the proper performance of nitya or daily ar.d naimittik or

occasional services in the Temples and for proper conduct of ceremonies,
functions and festivals therein genelally, or on special occasions and to fix fees
for the performance of naimittik or occasional pujas;

(b) t6 provide facilities for speedy and-peaceful darshan of God Vitthal
and of the Goddess Rukmini and all Pariwar Devatas without payment of any
fees, and for the performance of pujas or worship by devotees or pilgrims visiting
the Temples (including provision for making available materials for performing
pujas and prasad) on such reasonable terms as the Committee may f-rom time
to time determine in this behalf :

(c) to ensure the preservation, development and management of the properties
vested in the Committee in the interest of the Temples and of the devotees and
pilgrims visiting the same;

(d) to ensure maintenance of order and discipline and proper hygienic conditions
in the Temples, and of proper standard of cleanliness and purity of the offerings
made therein;

(e) to ensure that the funds of thc endowment and resistered trusts. if anv. are
spenl according to wishes, as far as may be known, of th"e donors;

(fl to make provision for payment of suitable emoluments to its salaried staff ;
(g) to establish an institution to be called Tukaram Maharaj Sant Peeth

for imparting knowledge of, and givirrg instructions in, the practice an& propaga-
tion of the spirit, tenets and philosophy of the teachings of all saints who have
preached humanitarianism and social equality ; and especially for carrying on research
in, and the study of, and the publication and propagation of, the writings of the saints
of the Warkari Sampradaya and Bhagwat Dharmn;

(ft) save as expressly provided by this ,Act to comply with provisions of the
Public Trusts Act; and

(l) to do such things as may be incidental and conducive to efficient administra-
tion, management and governance of the endowment and registered trusts, and
convenience and spiritual benefit of the devotees and pilgrims visiting the Temple.

CIIAPTER IV.
THE ExECUrrve OpprceR ANo EsrnsLrsHMENT.

33. '[(1) The State Government shall appoint an Executive Officer for the purposes
of this Act. who. unless-

(a) otherwise determined at the time of appointment, or
(b) removed from his office by the State Government,

shall hold office for a oeriod of 3 vearsl.

I7

Appoint-
ment of

Executive
Officer.

f-
I

?
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I Sub-section (1) was substituted by Mah. 28 of 19'79, s.4 (a)
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36. The Executive Officer may, in cases of emergency, direct the execqtion of any
work or the doine of anv act which is not orovided for in the budset for the vear and
immediate execution or ihe doing of which is in his opinion necessiry for the ireserva-

gency
tor lnwork or the doing of any act whii'h i

tion of the^properties of the- enilownrenf.ald the registered trusts, or for the services
or safety of .the-devotees and pilgrims lisiting the Temples, or tor lhe due pertormanceor salety oI tne oevotees ano prlgnms \,rsltlng tne lemDles. or tor lne oue Dertormance
of puja's and other rituals ther'eii'; and may direct. that'the expenses of executing suchoI puns. and otner ntuals tnereln; and may drrect. that the expenses oI executrnq such
ryol\- gr doing the act 'shall be^paid frorir the Temples Fund. The Executive OiFrcer
shall forth report to the Cbmmittee aken under thrs sectron and
reasons th r. A copy of such report the remarks. if any. oi the
Committee be forw'aided to the Ch^arity er.

(2) When a temporary vacancy occurs in the office of the Executive Oflicer, the
State Government riray fill up the-vacancy.

r[(3) The outgoing Executive Officer shall be eligible for re-appointment.]

34. (I) The Executive Off,rcer ma
service of the State Government or

uch person not being
officer who in the oo'in
is a person profiessing
Goddess Rukmini and

determined by the State Government for the purpose.

2[ If he i in the active service of the State Government, he may be
apbointed of Executive Officer either in addition to his own dutitls or
as a whole of the Committee. If he is a whole time officer of the Committee,
he shall not undertake any work unconnected with his office without the permission of
the Committee. l

(2) The State Government mav. at anv time either suo motu or on the basis of
a iesolution passed by the Coniririttee,'suspend or remove the Executive Officer
from his officti.

shall be the of t and its
ct to the sup ce. control
carry out itS and ordance

n (1) of this section or in
Officer shall be responsible
endowment and resistered
offerings, dakshinal bhogs
power-

(a) to appoint all officers and
iti io i6tse oui ror i-pirioa inds and

buildings of the endowmeht and ed out ;(c) t6 call for tenders forwo when the
amount or value thereof does not ercee

(d) to order emergancv reoairs I '^
ie) to decide dispites-between employees of the Committee :

Provided that, the exercise of powers under clauses (d), (b) and (c) shall be subiect
to the directions, if any. of the Committee issued specially in that behalf.

( Officer under clause(e) uch time as may be
pre less set aside by- any
iud

Qu alifica-
tions and
con dition s
of service of
Executive
Officer.

Powers and
duties of
Ex ecuti ve
Offi cer.

Extraordi-
nary powers
of Executive
Officer.

rSub-section (-l) was added by Mah. 28 of 1979, s. 4(b)
2This portion was substituted for the portion beginning with the words "and shall be a whole

time officer" and ending with the words "permission of the Committee", ibitl, s.5.

?
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CHAPTER V.

Burcer ANo Aunrr.

lThesewordsweresurrsdtutedforthewords..AftertheappointmentofthefirstExecutiveofficer'
he shall," by Mah. 28 of 1979' s 6 ., .- ^-r^ ^-/ ricrrrec .,cnrte of Criminal Procedure,,'ff:l; flril"lo'i,rlJr.l';'.r"" ,iu*nu,.o ft r the words and figures "code of criminal Procedure'

19

(2)NochangeshallbemadeinsuchScheduleandlistexceptwiththesanctionof
the Committee'

Pay and
condi tion s

of service of
Executive

Officer and
other Officers
and serlznts.

38. ( ecutive Officer shall' dtaw his pay. owances from the

Consoli "t 
^t'rit"s[it'"ta"irt^ir be the sewaht State Government'

and his , '"'"]"Jtrtoll;; 
t;th o' rnuy-U" o"t"t y the State Govern-

ment.

Executive
Officer to

exercise
powers and

perform
duties of

District
Magistrate
for purPose
of maintain'
ing law and
order within
precincts of

Temples.

in that behalf'

?

1898", ibir!, s. 7.
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CHAPTER VI

GrNenel.
shall be constituted a fund wich all be called ..The pandharpur
" which.-shal .be vested in, and managed and administ.r"J [t,
; and shall consist of_

,- !i)-,,h:^gl1:fle^s in 
9.ash' 9r. sa^re proceeds .by aucrion or orherwise of the offeringsln l.ncl, recelved or collected before the deities in the Temples ;

(b) tne income derived from the moveable and immoveable properties of the
endowment and registered trusts ;

(c) all receipts, collections or donations rec ved or collected by the Committeeor any member thereof for or on behalf of the ndowment and registereo ti"rir-; 
--

(d) ?ny contributions made by thr- State Government either by way of grant or byway of loan;

(e) all fines and penalties imposed by or under this Act;
(fl all recoveries made under this Act;
(g) alY gift,.donation or contribution made b person, including local authorities

or any institutions to the etrdowment or any ered trust ;

(/z) sale proceeds of moveable or immoveable properties vested in the Committee ;
(i) moneys borrowed by the Committee, if any ;

,_.(r,) 
uny receipts received by the Committee under any scheme or plan undertaken

DV IT:'

^, 
(k) Iny other rec.eipts or. moneys received by the committee or any member

thereof for or on behalf of the endowment or registered trusts.
44. (1) The Temples Fund shall be utilised for the following purposes, namely :--

(a) maintenance of the Temples including repairs thereof ;

(b) expenses for performance of the nitya or daily or naimittik or occassional
sevas or services in the Temoles :

ing financial year, the budget shall
ce of this section. Modifications.
binding on the Commitree.

47. If in the co any y it necessary Revised or
figures, shown in th t with expenditure, su_pptemen-
a^supplemen^tary .gr budg issib"er, anA tarv budget.
of section 40 shall such

42. The Charity Commissioner with the approval of the State Government Audit.
t the accounts of the endowment
nd fix his remuneration which shail
und. The auditor shall submit his

o the Charity Commissioner who
fit, and the Committee shall carry

Temples
Fund.

Utilisation of
Ternples
Fund.

?
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(c) providing facilities to devotees or worshippers for darshan of the deities in the
Tempfes and tbr pujas perfotmed therein ;

(d) carrying out religious functions and festivals in relation to the Temples generally,
or on special occassions:

(e) payment of rent, cesses, taxes, contributions, charges, premia, administration
expenses including salaries and allo'uvances payable to the officers including the
officer appointed under section 53 and servants of the Committee appointed
under this Act and for payment of honorarium and allowances to members of
the Committee or any sub-committee constituted under t[is Act;

(fl repayment of the portion of the total amount determined by the State
Government under sub-section (J) of section l8 and reDavment of Government
or other loans, if any;

(g) payment of amount under sub-section (-3) of section 38 ;

(h) establishing an institution to be called Tukaram Maharai Sant Peeth for
imparting knowl6dge of, and giving instructions in. the practice and propaga-
tion of the spirit, tenets and philosophy of the teachings of all saints who have
preached humanitarianism and social equality; and especially for carrying on
research in. and the study of, and the publication and propagation of, the writings
of the saints of the Warkari Sampradaya and Bhagwat Dh.arma.

(2) The Committees may utilise the Temples Fund for all or any of the following
matters :-

(a) management and administration of the
including their development ;

(b) training of persons to perform pujas and
Temples ;

(c) medical relief, water supply and other sanitary arrangements for the worship-
pers and pilgrims or devotees visiting the Temples and providing them with other
amenities (including food, milk, clothing) and construction of buildings for their
accommodation on reasonable terms ;

(d; providing at reasonable rates materials for pujas and prasad to the devotees
or pilgrims visiting the Temples ;

(e) establishing a library of religious books and writings on principles of various
religions and cults; and

(fl with the sanction of the Charity Commissioner, for the establishment and
maintenance of, or the making of any grant or contribution to any hospital,
school, orphanage or similar other institution either within or without the limits
of Pandharpur.

Powrrs o[ 45. (/) The State Cro.vernment",6sv '-give to the Cornrnittee general directions as
state to the icy to be fol eir powers

Gov:TTiJ: and d 'matter of a regisrered
a;r""jiin.. trusts ancillary or any action

calf for to be purpose of lhe waris
_ reporl' and festivals in, or connected with, the Temples.
docoments.

etc. (2) The State Govemment or any officer authorized by the State Govemment may
call for all such information, accounts or report as may, in its or his opinion, be
reasonably necessary to satisfy itself u.r himself that the endowment and registered
trusts are being properly maintaineq and administered and the Temples Fund
is being duly appropriated to the purposes for which it is constituted, and the
Committee shall, on such requisition, furnish forthwith such information, accounts
or report to the State Government, or as the case may be, such officer.

2l

endowment and registered trusts

other religious ceremonies in the

L.

?

H-28-6



22 Pandharpur kmples Act, 1973 11974 : Mah. IX

any person to inspect any movable s1 Inspection
nce, plans, accounts and other 6oau- by Gover-
red trusts; and the Committee and its nment.

rd all facilities to such person for such

47. ng the report of the iment that it is necessarv
and e ecord of the Exelu

the State Government, that anv such
ed or reversed or remitted for recon_

The State Governm^ent may stay the execution of any such decision or orderpending the exercise of its po{,er under this section in .e"pl,,"t thereof :

Provided that, the State Government shall not pass any order under this sectionunless the parties concerned are given an opportunity to render an explanation.

48. All public officers dy of any record, register, report or other rodocuments relating to the ina registei"J tiurt. or any movable orimmovable propefiy thereof -. such c6pies of, oi Lxtracts rio.nitto ,u-. ras may be required by the Executive Officer. "-"'' 
;i"HX".,j;,

49. (1) The Committee sh d submit ro rhe Srare Govem_ ih',ffiLT:ment through th€ Charity C on the administration of 
-tlte 

tion
affairs of the endowment and six months from the close of reporr. _

each year.

together with the amount endowment andt of the auditor and the s issued by the
, shall be published in t aI Gazette', and
House of the State Legisl soon Xi may bepossible.

xlv officers, servants and employees of the Committee and members thereof officers,etc.
1863: med to be public servants within the -eaning J'.ection 2l of tne tnaian tobepublic

5l' Save as otherwise expresslv provided in this Act, no suit or_proceeding shail lie Bar to suitin" any court agalnst the istate-Government or againsi:the Committee or any orproceed-
the Executive officer or any other offider or employee of tne Committ.'., ir g^.

ood faith dorre or purported to be done by iny of them unaei itre
Act.

Over-riding
effect.of Act.

. 

t. 

,'

:

v
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Power to
make rules.

Power of
Committee

to make
by-laws.

. ion u tion. (/), the nment shall3 Jfi" #xfi;tffi" :lilt{l*

Provided t
not have the ing which the gomminee remains superseded shall
of five years 

"f;t'ttt 
of office ot a memlii'u.y,ina-tn"Ei;;

(4) The state Government.pay fix remuneration and otber conditions of service forsuch officer and rhe same shall # p;ii;;;; rh; G;pL; F;il. 
,*',

54" (1) The
to the conditio ent may, by notification in the Officiat Gazette .and,subject
the purposes of 

s publications' make rules for ia.iying irto effect

55..(/) The Commitree m
order, custom, usage, or any d anY law,
previous approval "of tle Chari with the
this Act or-any rules thereunder tent with

{ol "i]:fj:ll:1, of persons .for the,purposes of pe 't 'l 
o.

:;l?, occasionat priai ir ,,pinoo i" ,ri. f.rpr.r, ,f,. and

,,roshfft::t"r",jn'lo-* 
darshan of deities and timings rhereof, generally or,on any

ed
thr
ec

^-9,]^l,r-9!ib]tion 
against-demand of dakshina in rhe Temples from rhe devoreesor prlgnms, and begging therein, :

:, isoPoi
a; pe

purpose, the 
:

??

E

?
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matters for the better administration of the affairs of the endowment andregistered trusts and provision for o the TempJes f'unA anO guidance ofthe officer and servants of the Cu- and for the purpor". of carryingout the purposes and objects of this Act.

(2) The by-laws may, provice that .any person who contravenes any by-raw or anyprovision thereof, shalr, on conviction,'be punished with fine which may extendto fifty rupees.

pu the provisions of the A^pptication

of nt and administration flf.pubtic
Fu stered trusts. Temples liusrs Act.

^57.If any difficulty arises in rovisions of this Act, the g141s RemovalofGovernment may, as occasion
to be necessary for the purpose of . 

anything which appears to it difficulties'

SCI{EDULE A *.

[See secrion 2 (g)]

Description of daily or nitya services in the temple of God vtthal
All those who have to render services in. the.morning have to be present clad insilken clothes which are considered ro be holy, after rr."ilg dr"ii uattr in th; ;"'npi;of God Vitthal.

bed-qlramber
son-opening
ed-chamber,
ses the door

butter and sugarcandy to the idol

Kakad-arat

d in ghee or clarified
and all those present

butter and sugarcandy
in but without accom_

and circulated among all the persons

by the lighted wick. 
having partaken'of the grace carried

Padya-puja

lla-fula starts. After waving
is offered to the idol of God
I of the garlands of flowers.

i
?
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Molru-pu1tt

4. Amidst recitation of Vedic hvmns
water tbllowed by a bath with l,ive n6ctar
by plain and scented water. Twice a
of God Vitthal is anointed with oil ancl

are sung. This ritual ends a little after
after the "artf', the idol of Vttlnl is <to

Malu-naivedva

Afternoon clwnge of dress

change of dress. It is adorned rvith
, only the minimum daily ornaments
suggested, to receive ths devotees in
vedya of laddus or sweet_balls is

n repast.

Dhupartt

idot of Vir

'"#':,i':""1'"
ng the feet

Sircjartt

to enter the ante-chamber, and all leave the

Upachars on Ekadashis

H-28-7
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Note- (l) Of the 24 Ekodashis in a year, lburare important when rlrrri.sorgroups
of pilsrims rvho regularlrr visit. come to Pandharpur. They are Ashaclhi, rcartltci.
Maghi and Chaitri Ekadashts. The first two attract a large number of pilgrims
in lacs. If it is a leap year' '"vhich is generally the every third year in which there
is an extfa month called 4dliL'na.s, the Ekaclaslti of that month also attracts
a large number of pilgrims as Adltikrnas is regarded as a holy month.

(2) There are other festivats observed besides the Ekada.stti and they are Ram-
navami, Narsinlta Jayanti, Gokul Ashtami or Jarunashtanti and, Mahasltivratri.
Though vtthal is considered to of Vishnu and therefore. the temple
a vaisluwv temple to Bhugwat , Lhe MahasJit,ratri n,hich is a dav
consecrated to sfiivn. is also i ant and is observed, a fact distinguishing
Bhaktimarg which the temple of the God Virtluil propagates. After the waris or thirs
are over, a praksh.a! puja is held.

Tentple of Godcless Ruktnini and otlter Devatas

.:In the temple of the Goddess Rttkmini. the consort of God Vitthal the same nifya
ritual-s, take place. soon after their performances in the remle of God vintnl pie_
sumably to provide an opportunity to the de\'()tees to attend and wirness rituali in
both the Temples. While there is no substantial ditl'erence in the nin'a upachars in
both the Temples on special occasions, those appropriate for the femile deity are in
vogue in the temple of Godciess Rukn'Litti. There are also f'emale Pariu,,ar 

-Devcitct.g

of Ruknini, satyabhann anJ Rahi or Radhika and the pariwar Devcfias of God
Uitthal where niq,a pujas are performed.

SCMDULE B

[.lee section 2 (r)]

^ 
sff:iu] services or puias_perrornred by or on behalf of devotees in the Temples of

God Vitthal and Coddess Rukntitti, such as-

: l. Mahapuja,

2. Padya pu.ia,

3. Tulshi orchan pLtjtt,

4. Kapur arti,

5. Alankar pttja,

6. Savastra puja,

7. Avustrn puja,

8. Keshar Archan.

?
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SCIIEDULE C

RecrsrEneo Tnusrs

ISee section 2 (za)]

l. Shri. Vithoba Temple, Pandharpur, P. T. R. No. 4-379 (Sholapur,;.

2. Shri. Rukmini Temple, Pandharpur (along with all its pariwar Devatas),
P. T. R. No. A-365 (Sholapur).

3. The Pariwar Devatas of Vithoba, Pandharpur (all the Pariw*ar Devatas registercd
under a separate trust), P. T. R. No. 4-378 (Sholapur).

4. Shri. Vitthal Rukmini Deosthan Committee, P. T. R. No. 4-324 (Sholapur)
along with P. T. R. Nos. ,4-161, ,{-162 and A-163 (Sholapur) amalgamated with the
Deosthan Committee by an order of the Court.

5. Shri. Garud Deosthan, P. T. R. No. 4-334 (Shotapur).

6. Samasta Koli Samnjachi Mahadev Devasthane and Pundlik Devasthnn.Pandhar-
pur P. T. R. No. A-382 (Sholapur) in so far as this trust relates to the fou? .shfv
lingas refened to in clause (4) cf section 2 of this Act.

SCHEDT]LE D

[See section 6 (/)]

).1

(l)

Persons

l. Badves

Q)

Amounts

Rs.

2,34,888.00

33,638.00
10,925.00
6,038.00
6,038.00
2,588.00
2,013.00
2,013.00

69,000.00

I,438.00

2 Sevadharis-
(a) Pujaris
(b) Benaris
(c) Parichnraks
(d) Hardas
(e) Dingres
(fl Danges
(g) Diwates

Utpats

Kolis

3.

4.

Total

It-It
Ir

PRn*TED AT THE COVERNMENT PRESS. WAl.

3,68,579.00



?



Maharashtra Government publications
can be obtained from-

r T}IE DIRECTOR
Govr.nNlreN"r PnuvnNG, Srnnoxmy axo purlrc.qnorus
Maharashtra State
Netaji Subhash Road, MUMB,AI40O 004.
Phone : 3632593 363 0695

363 lr48 363 4049

O TIIE MANAGER
GovenNvnrr Pnoroznqco pnsss lNo Boor Dspor
Photozinco Press Area, Near p. O.
PUNE 4ll ml.
Phone : 66 88 59

c TTIE MANAGER
Govmxlrmlrr, PRrss er.lo Bgor Dnpor
Civil Lirrcs
NAGPI'R40000l.
Phone : 522615

. ASSTI. DIRECTOR
GovmNrvmnrr SrlrroxEnv, Sronr ,cND Boor Depor
Shaha Ganj, Near Gandhi Chowk
AI.]RANGABAD 43I OOI.

Phone : 331468

AN:D TIIE RECOGMSED BOOKSELLERS


